
The Kailua Neighborhood Even 
Locals Don't Know About: 
Living in Maunawili
This episode explores Maunawili, a hidden residential 
community within Kailua on Oahu's Windward side.

As both a local resident and real estate agent, Marlene shares 
insights highlighting the area's lifestyle, climate, history, outdoor 
recreation, and a featured property listing.



What's Your Next Step?
Get the Full Guide 

Everything you need to know about 
Living in Maunawili — in one place.

[Link in Youtube Description]

Book a Meeting with the 
Experts

Talk directly with someone who 
knows Hawaii real estate and can 
help you plan your move.

[Link in Youtube Description]

Disclaimer: This video is for entertainment and informational purposes only. We 
are sharing opinions and publicly available information, but things can change 
over time and we cannot guarantee accuracy or reliability. We are not 
responsible for any decisions, actions, or outcomes resulting from the use of 
this content. Please do your own research and verify any information before 
making decisions based on this content.



Discover Maunawili
Maunawili feels hidden from the rest of the island while remaining close to everything residents need. Nestled 
against the dramatic ridgeline of the Koʻolau Mountain Range on Oahu's Windward Side, this primarily 
residential valley is quiet, low-density, and undeniably beautiful — just five minutes from the heart of Kailua 
Town.

Location

Oahu's Windward Side, against the Koʻolau 
Range

Character

Quiet, low-density, primarily 
residential

Proximity

Minutes from Kailua Town, 
beaches, and daily services



A Different Pace of Life
Life in Maunawili moves at a slower, more connected pace. Cul-de-sac 
neighborhoods minimize through traffic, children ride bikes along 
shaded streets, and neighbors take evening walks beneath towering 
mountain silhouettes. Abundant greenery frames every view, and the 
community atmosphere is genuine, warm, and enduring.

Cul-de-Sac Streets
Minimal through traffic creates a safe, peaceful environment 
ideal for families and outdoor recreation.

Community Atmosphere
Long-term residents and strong neighborly bonds define the 
social fabric of this valley.

Mountain Views
Dramatic Koʻolau ridgelines are visible throughout the valley, 
providing a breathtaking natural backdrop.



Nature and Convenience
Many communities offer either privacy or convenience. Maunawili offers both. The serene valley setting provides a true retreat 
from the pace of urban life, while Kailua Town — with its boutiques, restaurants, schools, and services — is just five minutes away. 
It is a balance that is genuinely rare.

Shopping & Dining

Kailua Town's vibrant local scene

Top-Rated Schools

Highly regarded Windward schools nearby

World-Class Beaches

Kailua and Lanikai beaches minutes away

Drive Time

Approximately 5 minutes to Kailua Town center



The Windward Climate Advantage
The Windward Side of Oahu experiences a noticeably different climate 
from many other parts of the island. Consistent northeast trade winds 
keep temperatures naturally cooler and air quality noticeably fresher. 
The result is a comfortable, breezy environment that makes outdoor 
living not just possible — but irresistible, every single day of the year.

Trade Winds

Consistent, cooling northeast 
breezes year-round

Cooler Temps

Naturally lower temperatures 
than leeward Oahu

Fresh Air

Continuous air circulation 
through the valley

Year-Round Living

Outdoor comfort in every 
season



Why Everything Is So Green
Maunawili receives more rainfall than many other areas of Oahu, 
and the landscape reflects it magnificently. Mist clings to the 
Koʻolau ridgelines in the early morning, streams run clear through 
the valley floor, and every surface seems to radiate a deep, 
saturated green. This rainfall is the source of the lush scenery that 
makes Maunawili visually unforgettable.

Vibrant Greenery

Rainfall sustains the valley's 
extraordinary tropical 
vegetation

Cooler Environment

Natural shade and moisture 
keep temperatures 
comfortable

Dramatic Scenery

Mist, mountain peaks, and rich foliage define the valley's 
character



No Off-Season
In Maunawili, outdoor living is possible every month of the year. The Windward climate provides warm, sunny, and breezy 
summers ideal for hiking, paddling, and beach days — while winters bring only mildly cooler temperatures and slightly more 
rainfall, never enough to interrupt an active outdoor lifestyle. This is one of Hawaii's most enduring gifts.

Summer
Warm, sunny days with steady trade winds. Perfect 
conditions for hiking, beach outings, and water sports.

Winter
Mild temperatures and occasional refreshing showers. The 
mountains grow even more lush and dramatic during this 
season.



A Valley With Deep History
Long before the first homes were built in Maunawili, this valley was a place of 
great significance. The region was historically associated with Hawaiian royalty, 
and the valley floor once supported thriving taro cultivation sustained by ancient 
irrigation systems. Kailua — meaning "Two Seas" — has been cultivated and 
cared for by its people for generations, and that legacy is woven into the 
landscape itself.

1

Royal Heritage
Historically associated with 
Hawaiian ali'i and royal tradition

2

Taro Cultivation
Valley floor supported traditional 
Hawaiian agricultural practices

3

Ancient Irrigation
Sophisticated water systems once channeled through Maunawili Valley



The Story of Aloha ʻOe

"Composed at Maunawili, 1878."

In 1878, Queen Liliʻuokalani visited Maunawili and witnessed a 
tender farewell between two lovers. Moved by the emotion of 
that moment amid the valley's misty beauty, she composed 
Aloha ʻOe — one of Hawaii's most recognized, beloved, and 
enduring songs. Maunawili was not merely the setting; it was 
the inspiration. This valley carries that spirit still.


